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Week Ending Friday, February 1, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 26, 2008 

Good morning. On Monday night, I will 
address the American people about the state 
of our Union. I will report that over the last 
7 years, we’ve made great progress on impor-
tant issues at home and abroad. I will also 
report that we have unfinished business be-
fore us and we must work together to get 
it done. 

In my speech, I will lay out a full plate 
of issues for Congress to address in the year 
ahead. Two of these issues require imme-
diate attention. 

First is the economy. I know many of you 
are worried about the risk of an economic 
downturn because of the instability in the 
housing and financial markets. You should 
know that while economic growth has slowed 
in recent months, the foundation for long- 
term growth remains solid. And I believe that 
with swift action, we can give our economy 
the boost it needs to continue expanding and 
creating new jobs for our citizens. 

On Thursday, my administration reached 
a bipartisan agreement with House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader John 
Boehner on an economic growth package. 
This package will deliver direct tax relief to 
hard-working Americans. It will also include 
incentives for businesses—including small 
businesses—to make new investments this 
year. I ask the House and Senate to enact 
this package into law as soon as possible. And 
while I understand the desire to add provi-
sions from both the left and the right, it 
would be a mistake to undermine this impor-
tant bipartisan agreement. By working to-
gether, we can provide our economy with a 
shot in the arm when we need it most. 

The other urgent issue before Congress is 
a matter of national security. Congress needs 
to provide our intelligence professionals with 
the tools and flexibility they need to protect 
America from attack. In August, Congress 

passed a bill that strengthened our ability to 
monitor terrorist communications. The prob-
lem is that Congress set this law to expire 
on February 1st. That is next Friday. If this 
law expires, it will become harder to figure 
out what our enemies are doing to infiltrate 
our country, harder for us to uncover ter-
rorist plots, and harder to prevent attacks on 
the American people. 

Congress is now considering a bipartisan 
bill that will allow our professionals to main-
tain the vital flow of intelligence on terrorist 
threats. It would protect the freedoms of 
Americans while making sure we do not ex-
tend those same protections to terrorists 
overseas. It would provide liability protection 
to companies now facing billion-dollar law-
suits because they are believed to have as-
sisted in efforts to defend our Nation fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks. I call on Congress 
to pass this legislation quickly. We need to 
know who our enemies are and what they 
are plotting. And we cannot afford to wait 
until after an attack to put the pieces to-
gether. 

When I go before Congress on Monday, 
I will speak more about how we can keep 
our economy strong and our people safe. I 
am confident that we can work together to 
meet our responsibilities in these areas and 
leave our children a stronger and more pros-
perous America. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
January 25 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 26. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 25 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 
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Statement on the Situation in 
Lebanon 
January 26, 2008 

I strongly condemn the terrorist bombing 
in Beirut that killed Lebanese Internal Secu-
rity Forces Captain Wissam Eid and many 
other Lebanese. I extend condolences to the 
families of the innocent Lebanese killed in 
this brutal attack and hope for a rapid recov-
ery for all those wounded. 

This bombing, the latest in a series of ter-
rorist attacks targeting those who are working 
to secure Lebanon’s independence and sov-
ereignty, is a part of the continuing assault 
on Lebanon’s institutions. We will not falter 
in our support for the democratically elected 
Lebanese Government. We renew our call 
for the immediate selection of a new Presi-
dent in accordance with Lebanon’s Constitu-
tion. We demand that Syria, Iran, and their 
allies end their interference in and obstruc-
tion of Lebanon’s political process. 

The Lebanese people should be able to 
enjoy security and liberty without the threat 
of terrorism, violence, and foreign intimida-
tion. I appreciate the U.N.’s efforts to rapidly 
stand up the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, 
which will hold accountable those who are 
responsible for this systematic campaign of 
murder and intimidation. I urge Lebanon’s 
friends and allies to commit immediately the 
remaining funds required for the tribunal to 
commence its work. 

Statement on the International Day 
of Commemoration in Memory of the 
Victims of the Holocaust 
January 27, 2008 

On the third International Day of Com-
memoration, we remember and mourn the 
victims of the Holocaust. 

I was deeply moved by my recent visit to 
Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust museum. 
Sixty-three years after the liberation of 
Auschwitz, we must continue to educate our-
selves about the lessons of the Holocaust and 
honor those whose lives were taken as a re-
sult of a totalitarian ideology that embraced 
a national policy of violent hatred, bigotry, 
and extermination. It is also our responsi-

bility to honor the survivors and those coura-
geous souls who refused to be bystanders and 
instead risked their own lives to try to save 
the Nazis’ intended victims. 

Remembering the victims, heroes, and les-
sons of the Holocaust remains important 
today. We must continue to condemn the re-
surgence of anti-Semitism, that same virulent 
intolerance that led to the Holocaust, and we 
must combat bigotry and hatred in all forms 
in America and abroad. Today provides a so-
bering reminder that evil exists and a call that 
when we find evil, we must resist it. 

May God bless the memory of the victims 
of the Holocaust, and may we never forget. 

Statement on the Death of 
Gordon B. Hinckley 

January 28, 2008 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of our friend Gordon B. Hinckley. 
While serving for over seven decades in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
Gordon demonstrated the heart of a servant 
and the wisdom of a leader. He was a tireless 
worker and a talented communicator who 
was respected in his community and beloved 
by his congregation. As president of his 
church, he traveled to more than 60 coun-
tries to spread a message of love and opti-
mism to the millions of people around the 
world who shared his faith. 

A Mayflower descendent and the grandson 
of Mormon pioneers, Gordon was a deeply 
patriotic man. His leadership and service 
strengthened the board of trustees of 
Brigham Young University, the Boy Scouts 
of America, and the 2002 Winter Olympic 
games in Salt Lake City. In 2004, I was hon-
ored to present him with the Medal of Free-
dom, our Nation’s highest civil award, in rec-
ognition of his lifelong public service. 

Laura and I will miss Gordon’s friendship 
and wisdom. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his five children and the rest of the 
Hinckley family. 
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